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SHAPE FOR INTAF: VIENNA FOR MBFR DEL: GENEVA FOR CSCE 
DEL 

E.O. 11652:XGDS-1 

TAGS: PARM, MCAP, PFOR, FR, GW, NATO 

SUBJECT: EUROPEAN SALT CONSULTATIONS: THE ROLE OF FRANCE 

1. WE ARE STRUCK BY QUAI OFFICIAL GERGORIN'S RECENT 
COMMENT TO PM DIRECTOR WEISS (PARIS 29263 PARA 5), THAT 
THE NINE SHOULD SEEK TO REACH A UNIFIED POLICY ON SALT- 
RELATED ISSUES SUCH AS FBS WHICH ARE OF PARTICULAR 
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REFLECTS FRENCH POLICY, IT WILT. BE VERY WELCOME NEWS TO 
THE FRG AND TO FRANCE S WEU PARTNERS, ALL OF WHOM EXCEPT 
THE FRENCH HAVE FOR SOMETIME BEEN CONSULTING ON THESE 
TOPICS IN THE PETRIGNANI GROUP ON THE MARGINS OF THE 
AMERICAN SALT BRIEFINGS AT NATO. WE ARE INFORMED THAT, 
ABOUT A YEAR AGO, FRENCH NATO PERM REP DE ROSE 
REQUESTED AUTHORITY TO PARTICIPATE IN THESE SESSIONS 
BUT WAS TURNED DOWN BY PARIS. 

2. COMMENT. THE FRENCH ANALYSIS OF THE CHANGED STRATEGIC 
SITUATION, AS SET FORTH IN REVISED GOF DRAFT ATLANTIC 
DECLARATION (U.S.NATO 5444 AND 5435) LENDS SOME 
CREDENCE TO GERGORIN'S OBSERVATION ON EUROPEAN CONSULTA- 
TIONS CONCERNING SALT. IT IS SOMEWHAT IRONICAL THAT 
SUCH PUTATIVE REFLECTIONS IN PARIS PARALLEL A RECENT 
DECLINE IN PETRIGNANI GROUP ACTIVITIES, PARTLY DUE TO 
REASSIGNMENTS OF BOTH PETRIGNANI AND FRG FONOFF OFFICIAL 
MENNE, TWO OF THE CHIEF PROPONENTS OF THE EUROPEAN SALT 
CONSULTATIONS. IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, THERE CAN BE 
LITTLE DOUBT THAT THE SIX CURRENT PETRIGNANI GROUP 
MEMBERS-UK, FRG, ITALY AND THE BENELUX COUNTRIES- 
WOULD WELCOME THE RENEWED IMPULSE TO THE 
GROUP THAT WOULD BE PROVIDED SHOULD FRANCE DECIDE TO 
PARTICIPATE. SUCH A FRENCH DECISION ON THE 
GROUP ALSO WOULD 

TEND TO SUPPORT EVIDENCE REPORTED IN BONN 16821 THAT 
PARIS IS SEEKING TO FIND FORMS FOR EUROPEAN DEFENSE 
COOPERATION WHICH CORRESPONDS MOST EFFECTIVELY TO 
FRENCH NATIONAL INTERESTS. 
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